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This paper is responsive to the Office Action mailed from the Patent Office on November 
5, 2002. The shortened statutory period for response expires on December 5, 2002. 

The Office Action indicates that the response filed on August 9, 2002 is not fully 
responsive to U.S. Patent Office Paper No. 6. The present Office Action requires Applicants to 
elect a stent Species as presented in Paper No. 6. 

Paper No. 6 lists the following species of stents: Species I: Figure 3; Species II: Figure 4; 
Species III: Figure 5; Species IV: Figure 6; Species V: Figures 10-12; Species VI: Figure 17; 
Species VII: Figure 26 (distal end of stent with retaining device); Species VIII: Figure 27 (distal 
end of stent with retaining device); and Species IX: Figure 28 (distal end of stent with retaining 
device). Applicants hereby provisionally elect Species V, corresponding to Figures 10-12. 
Applicants reserve the right to pursue claims directed toward these remaining species in due 
course. 



Response 

Serial No. 09/733,752 
Page 2 of 2 

Applicants respectfully request that the application now proceed promptly to 
examination. Applicants believe that no additional fees are necessitated by the present 
Response. However, in the event that any additional fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any such fees to Deposit Account No. 20-053 1 . 
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